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- Great Falls Symphony

2010 - 2011 Ouwr Fifty-Second Season

G;' don J Johnson | Music Director & Conductor
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APPLICANT: Great Falls Symphony _
: 4 Cascade Quartet and children at the Montana

School for the Deaf and Blind experience how (3
| music FEELS... -

0,20 ]|

The Chinook Winds present a master
class for band students during a week
long residency in Seeley-Swan schools
and (below) perform a program for
middle school students in Challis, ID.

Music and scarves

Challis elementary students waved scarves
to the music al an inleractive workshop-performance
Thursday by Chinook Winds. the woodwind quintet of
the Great Fails Symphony. Students lilted the Middle
School Auditorium for the “infoimance”. which taught
kids about the instruments and what it takes (o have
a career in music. The school and evening public con-
: : . . cerls were sponsored by the Challis Arts Council and
Phil Aaberg asks for student IﬂpUT durmg his Iclaho Commission on the Arts.

2009 residency with the Youth Orchestra. Todd Adams photo
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‘% By Jerry Kessler

Legend has it that Grandpa
Kessler was a talented musician.
He was also a dedicated teacher
and school principal. | never
heard him play, however; and
music was not (for various rea-
sons) a part of my upbringing.
The only musical training | re-
ceived was a weekly “sing along”
at the parochial school | at-
tended.

During college, my best
friend (Steve Farrell) tried to
teach me about music. We went
to concerts as diverse as Led
Zeppelin-and John Denver. It
wasn’t until [ left the hick town |
was living in (Minneapolis, Min-
nesota) that | learned the differ-
ence between a saxophone and
a trombone, however. Some ex-
ceflent local music teachers (Sue
Anderson, Dohn Ratliff, Ken
Stennes, Cedric Halvorsen, etc.)
have taught my kids about mu-
sic — and attending their con-

CoRAHN

: of MAR averd m T
ney will be on March 12. Colin
Ross, a composer and instru-
mentalist, will be playing a vari-
ety of original music, jazz, blues
and classics. Samples of his
music can be found on the
“colinrossmusic.com” website.
Keep tuned for more information
on this event. The Sidney Per-
forming Arts Council promotes
NAN concerts, and hopes you
will attend these (and other) live
arts programs in the area. Board
members include Candy
Markwald, Jill Hilt, Karen Boehler,

“NOUA,

certs has raised my music 1Q a
few points as well.

I don’t expect my children
to become professional musi-
cians, but music education
teaches people to appreciate the
finer things in life. As an exten-

Eileen Ziler, Dave Branson and

“The program was perfect! The rcsidgicy [activities] were above and beyond. The

Quartet was one of the top 10% of shows we have had in 22 years!

~ This new combination of people has group charisma, an amazing string quartet. They
knocked the socks off my audience in both shows and the kids shows were jaw dropping! They
play with the experience of 20 years and the exuberance of 4 weeks! I couldn’t decide who to
watch. It was like orchestrated fireworks. Layers of music “going off” with precision. One person
would play and hand off to another and another and another. It was mesmerizing!”

- Chas Cantlon, Big Productions O [22{04

“[The music] was breathtaking. The audience loved the concert! I had people tell me it
was the best they had heard since living in Libby....I have had several kudos on bringing the
quartet to town and offering this community such great music and talent.

I thought their choice of music fit the audience....it was truly a very positive experience
for the performers and the audience. [We] had a most successful event, I just can not say enough
good things about the evening. We will definitely bring them back!”

-Lorriane Braune, Libby Memorial Center
3f4 [0




DEBRA A. STEFFANI-IRVING Q \

1000 WEDUM DRIVE DATE womnn "

Grasgow, MT 59230-1191 HB-————QF“‘—'—

{406) 228-4663
Facsimile: (406) 228-4344

February 3, 2009

Mrs. Sharon LaBonty

MONTANA PERFORMING ARTS CONSORTIUM
633 6™ Ave. North

Glasgow, Montana 59230

Re: Cascade Quartet

Dear Sharon and John:

I wanted to personally thank you for bringing the Cascade Quartet to
Glasgow this past weekend. They are not only outstanding performers and music
ambassadors; they offer first-rate string instruction as well.

As you may know, the Quartet held a string workshop/master class on
Saturday. We had 9 string players from all over — Scobey, Wolf Point, Opheim
and Glasgow — who came to this class. The members of the Quartet worked with
us, both as a group and individually, for more than 3 hours.

I think there is a growing interest in strings in Northeast Montana. It is so
important for people here to have these opportunities and this exposure to a
timeless artform.

Again, thanks for yéur efforts on behalf of musicians and the arts.

Sincerely,

Defma_

Debra A. Steffani-Irving

c; ‘Allison Nichols
Bra ger -
reat Falls Symphony




MEET THE FUTURE...

If there were a group of students who were academically at the top of their class, leaders in their student government,
members of varsity sports teams, section leaders in their school music ensembles and volunteers for various community
organizations, wouldn'tyou want to meet them? The Great Falls Youth Orchestrais comprised of sixty of these high achieving
students, most likely the next generation of local, state and national leaders.

We would like to introduce you to three GFYO members, Molly Trindle, Brookes Pennell and Sarah Rice...

Molly Trindle joined the Great Falls Youth Orchestra when she was in the 8th grade. She hadn't ever played in a full symphony
orchestra before, and was excited and nervous about the challenging music and diverse group of colleagues. Molly is now
ajunior at Fort Benton High School and active in many school and extracurricular activities including track and field, wrestling
on the Fort Benton High School boys' wrestling team, raising steers and heifers for 4-H, taking private oboe lessons and
participating in her school band and choir. As the daughter of a rural veterinarian, Molly shares in the family chores around
the farm, helping to feed animals, check water, and doing whatever other chores are in season at the time. But she still aims
to fit in 45 minutes of oboe practice at least four days a week, and makes the time to come to Great Falls for a weekly oboe
lesson with Great Falls Symphony principal oboist Bill Aikens and Youth Orchestra rehearsals.

Molly loves playing in the Great Falls Youth Orchestra. "I love playing in a group where everyone is committed and really
cares about the music. 1 like that we can make quality music because everyone is into it. And | always feel really good about
how we played and | always love the way it sounds," she says, "but | wish other kids would not be intimidated and join the
orchestra! Everyone should know that it's about helping you get better, it's not exclusive!" In addition to her music, Molly
is working hard in school and trying to take as many AP classes as she can. She plans to go to college and study medical
research, eventually hoping to work in a lab studying diseases and developing drugs. But she plans to continue to play her
oboe in college, taking her love of music with her wherever she goes.

- 18-




As concertmaster of the Great Falls Youth Orchestra,

Brookes Pennell has a big responsibility. She leads the violin

section, and provides leadership for the entire ensemble
through her example and musicianship. Although only a
junior in high school, Brookes is already in her second year
as concertmaster of the GFYO. She's also the concertmaster
of the top orchestra at Great Falls High School, a member of
the varsity swim team, and a unified partner with Special
Olympics all while maintaining a 3.86 GPA and taking many
honors classes. Brookes has been playing violin for twelve
years and studies privately with Jennifer Smith, former
principal violist of the Great Falls Symphony.

"Music is a very large part of who | am, and it's a way that
| can express myself to others," says Brookes. This past
summer she was selected to attend the prestigious Quartet
Program with Charles Castleman at SUNY Fredonia. It was
a summer of intense study but also tremendous growth.
After capping the summer off by performing a full recital in
Great Falls, Brookes is back into fall activities, juggling
school, swimming, volunteering and music.

For Sarah Rice, playing the harp in the Youth Orchestrais a

-4 big commitment. She
- K4 lives in Lewistown, and
her private harp teacher
isin Bozeman, 360 miles
away from home. She
travels to Great Falls for
Sunday afternoon
rehearsals during the
GFYO season. As a
harpist, Sarah doesn't
have many opportunities to perform in an ensemble in
Lewistown. She plays saxophone in the school band and
performs regularly as a solo harpist for community events,
but the GFYO is the only consistent opportunity for her to
learn orchestral harp repertoire and pursue her dream of
being a professional harpist.

Lewistown is 100 miles from Great Falls, and hauling her full
size concert harp takes all of the available space in the back
of her family's mini van. Her mother devotes most Sunday
afternoons to driving Sarah to and from Youth Orchestra
rehearsal. During the summer months Sarah attends the
prestigious Interlochen Summer Arts Camp, one of the
nation's top summer programs for talented young
musicians, artists, writers and dancers. Sarah says, her
experience at Interlochen has been “life changing,” and has
opened up many opportunities for her to continue her
musical studies.

Now that Sarah has made connections with other students- -
and staff at Interlochen, she's beginning to consider all of
the options for further harp study once she graduatesin the
spring. She hopes to study harp and compositionin college,
eventually becoming a professional harpist.

All of the students in the orchestra dedicate a tremendous
amount of time and energy to their music. It'san incredible
group of students: bright, talented, organized, dedicated
and full of energy. According to their conductor, Gordon
Johnson, “It's inspiring to see them come into rehearsal
every Sunday afternoon and spend almost two hours
completely focused on making music. They make
connections with their peers, learn about musicand history,
and come away with knowledge and skills that will serve
them well in whatever they choose to pursue.”
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JE: GREAT FALLS

Carolyn Valacich
Executive Director

Testifying on behalf of

EDUCATION & OUTREACH
GRANT # 1652

From front page news in the Great Falls Tribune, to a column by Jerry Kessler, (Dr. Dirt) in the
Roundup Record Tribune/Winnet Times, the musical influence of the Great Falls Symphony
extends far reaching fingers to feel the pulse of the people of the state of Montana. Since the
beginning of the organization fifty-two years ago, the GFSA has believed that through performance
we inspire, through education, by engaging and involving young people — we survive. For this
testimony I have brought together a selection of words and images from the places we have been,
and some of the people we have come to know in all corners of this vast state. The Education and
Outreach Program of the Great Falls Symphony brings together a diverse offering of programs and
events. At its heart are the numerous programs of two professional resident ensembles, a string
quartet and a woodwind quintet as well as some sixty young musicians who make up the Great Falls
Regional Youth Orchestra. The nine musicians in the Cascade Quartet and Chinook Winds are
employees of the GFSA who moved to Montana specifically to perform with the Great Falls
Symphony and contribute to the states economy and its rich arts environment. Many of the young
people in the Youth Orchestra travel significant distances every Sunday afternoon to gather on the
stage of the Great Falls Mansfield Theater, to rehearse and share their passion for music with their
peers. In your packet you will find feedback from a variety of children and adults in the
communities we serve — from the Montana School for the Deaf and Blind; concerts and school
programs in Roundup, Ovando and Libby; a workshop for young string players in Glasgow;
residency programs in Seeley-Swan and Ronan; and an article which profiles three seemingly
ordinary high school students who have become extraordinary in part, through their passion for
music. All of this we respectfully submit as evidence of the commitment of the Great Falls
Symphony Association to allocate human and financial resources necessary to build partnerships
and contribute to the economy and culture of Montana...now and long into the future. Thank you.




THE GREAT FALLS SYMPHONY
EDUCATION & OUTREACH PROGRAMS

CASCADE QUARTET AND CHINOOK WINDS
Perform interactive, educational school programs in the Great Falls Public Schools and surrounding areas. Schools re-
ceive educational materials for student/teacher use before the ensembles arrive which also include activities for students
to complete after the performance.

. Design and implement residency activities which may include masterclasses, ensemble coaching, workshops and/or inter-
disciplinary projects. Work with schools, teachers, and community members to design residencies that are appropriate for
the needs of the program or group.

. Ensembles are available to provide music for a variety of engagements and community events including programs espe-
cially designed for audiences of the Montana School for the Deaf and Blind, EasterSeals, retirement and senior citizen
homes, efc.

YOUTH ORCHESTRA

. 2010-2011 marks the 14™ anniversary of the Great Falls Youth Orchestra, which is comprised of talented young musi-
cians from throughout northcentral Montana.

. This year’s orchestra includes 60 members from Great Falls, Ulm, Fort Benton, Belt, Big Sandy and Lewistown. Eleven

different public, private and area home schools are represented.

YOUTH MATINEES
Two concerts each year especially designed for young audiences and performed by either the GF Symphony, GF Youth
Orchestra, or special guest artists. These concerts reach over 3,000 students annually.

. Rural schools, homeschools, private schools, GFPS, and senior citizen groups are invited to attend.

° Educational materials with information about the performance are sent to teachers prior o the concert which include
guidelines about symphonic efiquette and activities to enhance the experience for study before and after the performance.

OPEN REHEARSALS
During the World Artist Series, open rehearsals have afforded young audiences the opporfum’ry to attend a rehearsal of
the Great Falls Symphony with a world-class guest artist.

. Open rehearsals are not only an opportunity for youth to hear these wonderful artists, they also offer a rare insight into
the rehearsal process of a symphony orchestra.
. This year, young musicians from Montana have been invited to the observe the rehearsal with violinist and new superstar,

Joshua Bell on April 30, 2011.

SCHOLARSHIPS
. The Great Falls Symphony holds auditions each spring for eleven (11) available scholarships for private study for students
in grades 9 through 12. Applicants must participate in their school band or orchestra and winners of scholarships must

commit to being an active member of the Great Falls Youth Orchestra. Scholarships awarded each year range from
$350 to $1,250 each.

ARTIST-IN RESIDENCE PROGRAM
Beginning with Midori’s Orchestra Residency Program in 2007, the Great Falls Symphony has established a bi-annual
artist-in-residence program for the Youth Orchestra that aims to provide extended interaction with a professional musi-
cian. Past residencies featured Midori and Philip Aaberg, pianist and composer.

. During the 2010-2011 season jazz pianist and composer John Harmon is the Youth Orchestra’s artist-in-residence. He
will perform as guest artist on two original compositions during the Youth Orchestra’s fall concert and premiere a com-
missioned work for the Youth Orchestra on the spring concert. During his time in Great Falls, he will work with local GFPS
students on jazz improvisation.

BOARD REPRESENTATION

In an effort to maximize communication and effective cooperation between the Great Falls Public Schools and the Great
Falls Symphony, the GFPS Music Supervisor is invited to be a member of the Great Falls Symphony’s Board of Directors
as well as a member of the board’s Education Committee. In addition, a member of the Cascade Quartet, Chinook
Winds and Youth Orchestra also serve as representatives on the GFSA’s board of directors.




